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"Tiktok is an app that invites people to talk and make friends through conversation,
voice record, text chat, and other forms of social media." Tiktok was formed with the
mission to show how fun conversation can be. The company believes it has a special
power in its ability to bring people across different cultures together. Tuaswiti
Ketsirisup said, "Each person is a new conversation in itself."",

On January 3, 2021, a video called "Tik Tok Pretending to Be Black" was uploaded by
an Australian man. It became popular in Australia and New Zealand. A prank video
titled "Lebanon Tik Tok Prank" made the internet angry as it showed how Lebanese
people were portrayed with mock stereotypes in a way that looked like it came from
TikTok and not from their own country. In March 2021, another similar "Tik Tok Prank"
made by a British Pakistani man gained more traction with people on the internet
while making fun of the ethnicity of the person in the video.",

In an article published by The Verge, it was alleged that "The complaint said more
than 852 million people used Musical.ly worldwide in 2021. And despite its name â€”
which evokes the question-and-answer site Quora â€” Musical.ly has begun to extend
beyond allowing users to lip-sync popular songs for one another. Last year, the
company rolled out a social-networking component called the Universe that helps
users interact with one another." This article was published on The Verge.",

In March 2021, it was reported that some users were posting videos that had been
created by other people while using someone's name as an alias. Because of this, the
content creators who created the original video often reported these users and made
it clear that the content belonged to them and not to the person using their name
online. The following is one example where a person posted a video containing nudity
under someone else's alias. The person behind the account later made it clear that
they had no part in the content and that they later reported the user after noticing
this:",
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On May 28, 2021, Musical.ly filed a lawsuit against Snapchat for using content from
the musical.ly service without permission. The lawsuit claimed that Snapchat had
downloaded and used musical.ly users' photos and videos without permission; it also
claimed that Snapchat copied some of the basic features of the app (such as its logo).
In response to Musical.ly's initial complaint, Snapchat filed a countersuit, claiming that
Musical.ly had infringed upon patent number: 6,194,126 B2 relating to SnapChat's
proprietary Bitmoji feature.",

3. Another interesting feature of the app is that it doesn't allow users to turn off the
auto-playing video feature once they've opened the app. If this function for any reason
isn't turned off, users will have to wait about 2 minutes before a video will play
automatically and as a result of this, if they're not on Wi-Fi, it could even take longer
for them to render the video.",
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As of October 2021, TikTok was estimated to have over 500 million installs on
Android devices alone. "Statista" estimated that about 90 million users were active on
the app as of September 2021. The company stated in June 2021 that the number of
daily active users (DAU) had grown to 300 million. Apptopia's "Instagram Report"
estimates that TikTok's revenue was over $30 million in May 2021, with about 68% of
that coming from the United States. On June 6, 2021, TikTok announced its new
update on its Twitter account where it was updated with a new logo and new features
like double tap to like and no ads for some creators.",

As an advertisement company, TikTok will need to start charging users who want to
share their videos on Facebook and other platforms. This could be a major revenue
source for the company, while it works on developing its brand loyalty to WeChat.
With all the hype that has surrounded it, TikTok is one of those things which is turning
out to be bigger than we thought. Weâ€™ll just have wait and see how it pans out in
the long term.",
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After TikTok's release in the US, many celebrities started posting their own TikTok
clips of themselves dancing, eating, hanging out with their friends and other activities.
According to USA Today, by December 2021, over 200k+ Star was posting TikTok
videos of themselves. An analysis by The Verge found that these celebrity TikTok
clips were downloaded 2-4 million times each day across 10 different countries; even
in countries where Instagram was banned. Celebrities including Kylie Jenner, Nicki
Minaj, Harry Styles and Justin Bieber have been given official TikTok accounts by the
company due to their popular video content on the platform.",
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Tiktok was created with the mission to connect people across the globe in a fun and
easy way. The app has deepened people's understanding of other cultures. Tiktok
encourages users to "share their lives" and "explore their world". It can be used for
simple tasks such as contact information exchange (phone number, email address,
social network usernames) or creating a photo album of special moments with friends.
This makes it a great option for messaging new people from different backgrounds. It
allows non-verbal communication between users like facial expression and emotions
as well as vocal secretion by voice recording. The concept of the app is to bring
people together for a common experience and to build friendships.",

The app has been criticized for its addictive nature amongst teens especially
vulnerable individuals. The app has been described as a "social lubricant" for "teens
looking to escape awkward interactions".",
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TikTok is taking steps to clamp down on users who promote self-harm through its
app. In January 2021, TikTok removed more than 485,000 musical.ly videos for
"encouraging or glorifying self-harm," "glamorizing eating disorders" and other harmful
content.",
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In other articles, this particular app has also been referred to as controversial and
dangerous. An article published by the Los Angeles Times noted that "TikTok has
become a hotbed for online predators who are taking advantage of the app's
anonymity features to organize cyberbullying attacks and solicit explicit photos and
videos from underage users." The article continued to describe how TikTok is being
used as an exploitative tool against teenagers by predators.",

On December 15, 2021, the company launched a version of TikTok for Android
phones. The Android version of the app is available in 150 countries. In January
2021, the company launched TikTok Studio for iPhone and iPad devices to give users
a more effective way to create videos in their homes or on location. The app was
announced as a part of the "TikTok Music" feature that the company launched in
August 2021. It also integrates with Record Labels such as Jingle Punks, Spinnin'
Records, Monstercat and Deorro's Deoretik.",

Recently, TikTok has announced to have a new feature where users can now
translate their favourite music videos on the app into different languages. TikTok also
wants to broaden its capabilities of providing different types of content to its users
through various features such as music translation and easy collaboration between
artists from different parts of the world. According to an official press release from
TikTok, "the company believes that music is a universal language and by
incorporating translation features and intuitive collaborations it aims to connect with
international users by breaking language barriers.â€• This is just one of the many
ways that TikTok is trying to make its app more appealing to users, and maybe even
compete with other social media apps.",

In December 2021, TikTok released a premium subscription service called "TikTok+.
The Premium subscription allows users to pay $.99 a month for an ad-free
experience, access to new Stickers and exclusive TikTok merchandise.",

TikTok was created by the Chinese company ByteDance Inc. The app is known as
Douyin in China and TikTok around the world. TikTok is a musical.ly type app and has
no relationship with musically unfortunately. This app may be a Musical.ly copycat,
but it has tons of features that Musical.ly doesn't have such as live-streaming and a
unique feature where it allows users to send their video to Instagram so it plays there
on the newsfeed instead of just in your messages! The music that is played in most
people's videos are from YouTube which is free for any artist or record label to use,
unlike musical.ly. It is owned by ByteDance Inc which is a Chinese company located
in Shanghai that has been around since 2021 and was bought by ByteDance LLC in
2021.",
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The Olympian reported that "Bytedance generated a reported $20 million in revenue
for Q4 2021 (ending Dec. 31). As of Dec. 31, 2021, Bytedance generated a gross loss
of approximately $43 million for Q4 2021 (ending Dec. 31).",
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In August 2021, the company announced a partnership with T-Series for the
production of various music videos for artists. In December 2021, Tik Tok partnered
with Sony Music India to launch "Super Singer", a singing competition where
participants can submit video auditions of songs from artists including Mika Singh and
Sonu Nigam.",
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1. The first screenshot tells us about how the layout of TikTok works. It keeps users
locked in a loop where they're forced to either watch videos or create videos on the
app. 2. The second screenshot talks about the loading time of TikTok, which is
reported to be quite long even though it's supposed to load within seconds (the video
should load under 10 seconds). For the people who are using older smartphones, it'll
take even longer for them to load it and even render it as a result.",
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